[Leptospirosis in children of Libreville: difficult diagnosis, apropos of 1 case].
Leptospirosis is a widespread zoonosis, which is diagnosed less frequently in children than might be expected from the level of exposure to hazards, especially in tropical areas. A 15 1/2-year-old Gabonese boy was admitted following five days of fever, headache, myalgia, abdominal pain, diarrhea, intestinal bleeding, jaundice and conjunctival suffusion. Laboratory data showed abnormal liver and renal function tests, and diagnosis of Plasmodium falciparum malaria was confirmed by thin blood smear. The patient did not clinically improve despite antimalarial treatment and then leptospirosis was suspected. Serologic tests were performed and leptospirosis was later confirmed. Antibiotic treatment (cefuroxim) was given. The outcome was good, liver and renal tests returned to normal in a few days. In tropical area, leptospirosis should be considered in children who are diagnosed with either an unexplained fever, a pseudo-influenza syndrome, or jaundice with hepatorenal involvement and gastrointestinal bleeding.